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two regional, eight district, and twenty-six issued by the political
departments. There remained yet much to be done, but a comparison
with pre-Revolution conditions will bring a realisation of the magni-
tude of their achievement.
A word should be said about the industrial development of the
national minorities., even though not strictly within the sphere of a
book on education. But without the industrial development, educa-
tional development on any scale would be impossible. For years
surveying expeditions have been sent out by scientific institutes, by
planning commissions, to report on the possibilities of development
of these backward areas. On these reports have been based industrial
schemes. Now the traveller will find flourishing, if as yet unkempt,
towns where before there was an arid waste. More important even
than this, the primitive agricultural and pastoral pursuits in which
the natives were engaged, and at which they worked so laboriously
and endlessly for a bare pittance, have given place to co-operative
organisations, and, where necessary, to large-scale industry. The
machine is relieving the worker of the back-breaking labour which
left him too tired for anything but drink. It is not only increasing the
supply of material goods, but is giving him leisure for spiritual
development. This industrial development is laying the foundation
for cultural development.